Much History Revealed in 
Police Chief's Letters oe) 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


(be 


I’m indebted to Doyne Myers, local resident, for loaning me a box full of old 
correspondence of the Terre Haute Police Department of 1906-7, mostly letters ta 
and from the Chief of Police Harvey Jones, The original letters ‘to him with pen- 
cilled notes by Mr. Jones indicating how they were to be answered were found 
in an attic in an old file box, forgotten and collecting dust for nearly 70 years. 

The Bertillon system, the first scientific method of criminal identification, de- 
veloped by Alphonse Bertillon (1853-1914) and based on classification of body mea- 
surements was still in use in 1906 and 1907 when these letters were written. Finger- 
printing was in its infancy in police work, having been adopted in 1901 by England 
and Wales. In 1903 several of the New York prisons began fingerprinting, and in 
1904 the U.S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kan., was granted authority to finger- 


print prisoners there. 


In February, 1906, there were several letters written to Chief Jones from the 
E. & T.H. Railroad complaining about co al thieves. They asked the city to furnish 
a plain clothes officer to assist railroad patrolmen ina apprehending people board- 
ing trains and stealing coal. Agent W. E . Farris agreed to give the train times so 
the police could be in the railroad yards on time. 


Many of the letters received 
by the Chief came from irate 
wives hunting errant hus- 
bands, penniless mothers with 
broods of small children also 
looking for errant husbands 
and fathers to help support 


them, and hus- bs 
bands or male a 
relatives look- we 
ing for errant 
wives or fe- 
male relatives 
from the small 
towns and 
farming com- į 
munities in the 
Wabash Val- 
ley. They 
feared for the 
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fate of the weaker sex in what 


was then truly “Sin City.” 
Horse thieves, confidence 
men, dishonest traveling sales- 
men and pickpockets along 
with escaped prisoners, army 
deserters, etc., made up the 
reason for most of the mail re- 
ceived by Chief Jones. Lack- 


‘ing the modern-day radio and 


electronic equipment, com- 
munication between police 
chiefs was much slower. al- 
though there are many tele- 
grams included in the collec- 
tion. 


When a circus was coming 
to town, Chief Jones sent let- 
ters to the police chiefs of 
cities and towns where the cir- 
cus had played previously ask- 
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ing if there had ben any 
trouble with ‘‘dips,’’ pick- 
pockets or swindlers who fol- 
lowed the shows. Letters came 
from all over reporting prob- 
lems, arrests, descriptions of 
those who got away, and even 
some good words to say about 
the circus. 

The situation worsened the 
next year, and the circus hired 
Pinkerton’s National Detective 
Agency to guard against 
thieves, sharpers, “‘hoisters’’, 
and men like ‘‘Squirrel” Fin- 
nerty, “Gonk” Finnerty, 
“Baldy” Egan and ‘‘Buffalo” 
Marshall. 
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From Bloomington, Il, 
came a letter to “Terahut 
asking, ‘‘l have heard so much 
about youf city I am in about 
half notion to become a citizen 
but before doing so I thought 
it-best to write you a few lines 
and find out something in re- 
gard to size of population. 
Some say 40,000, others say 75 
to 80,000. What is population? 
How many railroads and what 
kind of factory town is it? 
How much wages does a labor- 
ing man get a day?” Jones 
was able to give a good ac- 
count of Terre Haute. In 1906- 
7 our city was booming, the 
glass factories going full blast, 
and employment was favor- 
able for the working man. 

One letter intrigued me from 
a woman in Peru, Ind. She 
told of seeing a band of gyp- 
sies west of Peru and noticed 
a light haired boy going in a 
tent where the women were 
cooking. She had read in a 
newspaper of a missing hoy 
who fitted the description and 
sent the clipping along. The 
clipping carried a Terre Haute 
dateline of May 6, 1907. and 
concerned “‘Indiana’s famous 
kidnapping case, that of Rich- 
mond Byers, is still an impen- 
etrable mystery. The lad was 
stolen from the small mining 
town of Seelyville. near Terre 
Haute, on May 29, 1904. He 
had been playing with other 
children in the afternoon and 
ran home to leave his tricycle 
about 3 o'clock. His parents 
supposed the boy intended to 
return to the playground, but 
they never saw him again. A 
neighbor saw him stop and 
speak to a strange man. Five 
gypsy wagons passed through 
Seelyville that afternoon. but 
there were six when the band 
reached Terre Haute. Five of | 


the wagons were overhauled 
and searched. but the sixth 
eluded pursuit. Dr. L. S. 
Byers, father of the lad, be 
lieves that the boy was carried 
away by gypsies. He has visit- 
ed every section of the country 
and traced hundreds of clues, 
but every effort has been fu 
tile. A fund has been estab- 
lished by popular subscription 
and is on deposit in Terre 
Haute which enables Dr. By- 
ers to keep up the search. 
Richard Byers, if alive. would 


| be seven years old this July | 


(1907). He is of light complex- 
ion, has gray eyes, left eve 
noticeably crossed has a small 
V-shaped nick in the edge of 
the left ear and has a sharp 
chin.” 

Police Chief Jones received 
a complimentary season ticket 
for Lake View Park for the 
1907 season from the Terrel 
Haute Amusement Co. H. L. 
Brcinig was vice president and 
genera! manager; W. W. Kauf 
man, president; J. C. Holden. 
secrelary-treasurer; Geo. J. 
Breinig, manager; and H. K. 
Burton, press representa'ive. 
The amusement park was lo- 
cated on the south side of East 
Wabash west of Brown Ave- 
nue. 

The Deputy Marshal at 0l- 
ney, Ill. wrote Chief Jones that 
he had a warrant for Dennis! 
Moore and his wife Ella who 
were supposed to be hiding in 
Terre Haute. They were in- 
dicted for selling whiskey il- 
legally .on the river near 
Merom on a whiskey boat. 
Chief Jones assisted in their 
arrest in Dec., 1906. 

From a Detective Agency at 
Danville, Il}. came a letter “in 
re Collings, I have information 
that he was here. One Liggett. 
a miner, says he met him and 
he told him he had shot an 
officer at your place, .. . if 
here now vou will get him if 


we have to send him in ai 


box." Law was tougher in 
those_days! 
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{n speaking of the work of the 

‘police department during the year 


i past, Chief of Police Cary Thomp- 
į son expressed himself as being ex- 
į ceedingly pleased with the work of; 
‘the department in general, | 

Chief Thompson pointed out that | 
‘the major crimes committed in thei 

‘ilcity during the past year had either 
, been solved and the guilty persons 
| arrested or the cases are still under 

investigation with possibilities of 
their being solved. It was also men- 

i tioned by the chief that during the 

year there have been no holdups 
or robberies of any consequence, 
which he attributes to the efficiency 
of the department. 

The national figures show Terre 
Haute ranking about 38 per cent, 
which is about 23 per cent higher 
than the average city in solving its 
crimes, 

It is the belief of officials of the 
local police department that its effi- 
elent record, which it has borne for 
the past many years, is responsible 
for the transient criminal giving 
the city a “wide berth" and seeking 
other fields for his operations. 

During the past two years the 
: local police records show that about 
i250 persons wanted for crimes in 
other cities in practically every 
state in the union were taken into 
custody here and turned over to the 
taw enforcement agencies seeking 
them. Of the some 2,500 cases of 
criminals and suspects who were 
examined by the detective depart- | 
‘ment during this time only one! 
person, who was wanted in some} 
other city, was able to escape ob- 
servance, 


j Record for Year. 


During the year the police in- 
vestigated four deaths resulting 
‘from physical violence, In two of 
'tthese cases the county grand jury 
returned no bills and the defend- 
ants were freed after it had been 
shown that they had acted in self 
defense. 

Clarence Bryant, colored, 812 Gil- 
bert Avenue, was shot and killed 
by Joe Utley, 21 years old, colored, 
1115 South Twelfth Street, on April 
21 during a quarrel between the two 
at Thirteenth Street and College 
Avenue. The grand jury failed to 
indict Utley when he ciaimed that 
he shot Bryant after he had started 
to draw a razor. 

John F. Young, 57 years old, 219 
South Second Street, was beaten to 
death in a drunken brawl by Joe 
McKenzie, 65 years old, of the same 
address, on May 23, McKenzie up- 
on being found guilty of man- 
slaughter in Circuit Court, was sen- 
tenced by Judge John Gerdink to 
serve a term of two to twenty-one 
years in the state prison at Michi- 
gan City. 


| Barry Taylor, 56 years old, col- 
ored, 1418 South Fourteenth Street, 
was shot and instantly killed by 
his step son-in-law, Edward Smith, 
44 years old, colored, 1404 South 
Fourteenth Street, on June 1. The 
shooting was repotted to have oc- | 
curred when Smith blamed the old- ! 
er man for causing his wife to sue 
him for divorce. Smtih received a 
life sentence ia the state prison 


Warrer he had been found gulity ^ 
Aju charge of murder in the first d 
gree by Judge John Gerdink dn 
Circuit Court. : 
Another case in which the grand 
Jury returned a no bill was that of 
Thomas B. Weddle, 18 years old, of 
‘| Brazil, Ind. in connection with the 
4 death of Jack Applegate, 53 years 
old, living south of the city, who 
was found dead wtih a fractured 
sku!l at Second and Hulman streets 
on the morning of Sept. 8. Weddle, 
who surrendered himself to the au- 
thoritles on the following day, ad- 
‘mitted causing Applegate's injury 
slwhen he knocked him down after 
‘he said the victim, who was intoxt- 
cated, had attacked him. He said 
fat the time he did not know that 
l Applegate was dead or seriously in- 
; Jured but just thought he was 
. drunk, 


Automobile Theft. | 


| The report on stolen automobiles 
ifor the year shows that during this 

time the owners of 160 cars report-, 
ea them stolen but of this number 
“it was found that twenty-one had 
tnot been stolen. Some had parked 
fÍ their cars and forgotten where they 


had left them while others for va-: 
rious reasons were found *o have} 
mot been stolen. Of the 139 cars 
iactually stolen, all were recovered 
Rand returned to the owners. | 
Tia The report of Traffic Lieutenant 
Gleo Reely shows that during the 
ar traffic officers issued a total 
of 1,474 tickets for violations of tho’ 
skeity parking ordinance. Of this! 
number 227 of the offenders were! 
excused for various reasons, From, 
the remainder of the tickets at the. 
rate of 50 cents for each offense a| 
total of $649 was collected in fines. 
The traffic department officlal’s j 
report further shows that during * 
the year seventeen persons met), 
thelr deatn as a result of automo- |? 
bile accidents occurring in the city. ! 
This number, he points out, is three 
less than that of 1939 during which 
year twenty persons were killed in | 
automobile accidents. n 
In his report to the city council, 
fon the activities of his office, Lieu- | + 
tenant Reely recommends that: 
|more arrests be made in connection | 
‘with moving traffic violations, 
especially those of motorists guilty 
of speeding and reckless driving. It 
is these drivers, he states, that are) 
i responsible for the majority of the : 


isericus accidents. ei 
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Arrests During Year. | : 
The unofficial annual report of 
i the pollce department for the past. 
lyear shows that a total of 3,218 per- 
‘sons were arrested. Of thie num- ; 
ber, 2,539 were white males, 349 
white females, 290 colored males | 
and forty colored females. | 
Almost one-fourth of the total 
number of persons arrested during 
the year were charged with Intoxt- 
cation, the exact number for this 
offense being 895. Next in number 
of arrests were those of persons 
charged with vagrancy, of which 
there were 825, which ts again al- 
most one-fourth of the total num- 
ber arrested. The majority of the 
persons arrested for vagrancy were 
so charged temporarily so that they 
might be held for investigation in 
connection with more serious of- 
fenses of which they were daar 


P oa 


at the time. 

~ Among the more numerous 
charges placed during the year was] 

Í that of violating the liquor law of, 
which there were 112. This num- 
ber was quite large due to the fact| 
that the police and state excise! 
officers made numerous raids dur- 
Ing the year on illegal dispensaries 
and in each instance not only the 


serators, but al perso tound T` 

1em wero arrested and charged 

ith violating the state I\quor laws. 

Other arrests made during the) 
sar Included the following: As- 

wit and battery, 189; failure to 
rovide, 93; operating an automo- 

ile while intoxicated, 91; petit lar- 

any, 90; reckless driving, 75: 

ambling, 51; operating an auto- 

wbile without a driving license, 

3; fugitives from justice, 32; ex- 

ibitIng gaming devices, 29; statu- 

ory charges, 24; malicious destruc- 

on of property, 41; assault with 
vatent to kill, 7; asault with intent 
> rob, 2; burglary, 16; carrying a 
svolver without a permit, 10; cut- 
ing with intent to kill, 2; carrying 
oncealed weapons, 2; defrauding a 
oarding or rooming house keeper, 
3; drawing deadly weapons, 17; 
ssuing fraudulent checks, 3; grand 
irceny, 3; leaving the scene of an 
celdent without rendering aid, 12; 
ialiclous trespass, 6; mooching, 8; 
qurder, 2; operating an automobile 
Athout license, 15; operating an 
utomoblle without lights, 6: op- 
rating an automobile with im- 
oper license plates, 23; criminal 
ssault, 1; receiving stolen goods, 
; robbery, 4; runaway boys ap- 
irehended, 56; runaway girls ap- 
wehended, 7; held for safe keeping, 
4; shooting with intent to kill, 2; 
peeding, 9; shop lifting, 9; tres- 
ass, 6; vehicle taking, 21; violating 
he federal liquor laws, 6; parole 
Molation, 7: violating the state 
notor vehicle laws, 14; violating 
he federal narcotic act, 2. 

In their annual report the city po- 
ice matrons, Mrs. Loulse Zimmer- 
nan and Margaret Stein, point with | 
orlde to the fact that during the 
rear they collected a total of $13,- 
419.50 from husbands and children 
‘or the support of their families and 
aarents. The children collected 
‘rom were persons who were forced 
by law to contribute to the support 
of their parents. 
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Police Matrons’ Work. 


The report of their activitles 
shows that they made 594 calls in 
connection with complaints received 
and in connection with 1,326 cases | 
arising from complaints elther han- | 
dled personally or transferred -te 
other proper officials. During the 
year the cases of thirty-nine girls 
from other cities were handled by 
the matrons and either turned over 
to their parents or the proper 
authorities from the cities where 
they lived. 

Other activities listed are: Ar- 
rests, ten; cases turned over to the 
Probation officer, fifty-one; juven- | 
iles placed on probation out of 
court, 210; statutory cases investi- | 
gated, fifty-two; child neglect cases 
investigated, 124; domestic cases 
investigated, 311; nelghborhood 
quarrels investigated, 292; families 
reunited, twenty-two, and destitute | 
cases cared for, 155. ‘ { 

The charitable work done by the | 
matrons during the year included 
the collecting and distributing of 
$45 worth of food to needy families 
at Thanksgiving time and the col- | 
lecting and distributing of $55 in 
| cash and presents to poor children 
| for Christmas. 

The members of the police de- 
partment are Chlef of Police Cary 
‘..ompson, Chief of Detectives 
Thomas C. P. Welch, Captains of 
Police James Mitchell, James Cro- 
nin and Martin Cavanaugh; Detec-|| 
tives Ray Thompson, Clint Seward, 
€C. D. Thompson, Alva C. Scott,! 
James Yates James Evelo, Pearl B} 


Conover and John Osborne; Super 

intendent of the Bureau of Identi- 

fication Harry Kennett, Bertillon 

Clerk William Head. Lieuts. Charles 
a x 4 


Koy,” Ebaec “Dowel! an@ Clarence 

Searcy; Radio Lieut. Frank Casteel, 
Traffic “Lieut. Cleo Reely, Patrol 
Officers Floyd Burt, Joseph Weekes, 
Charles Snumard, Herman El- 
brecht, Jess Walker and George 
Cree; Information Clerk Patrick 
Haley, Traffic Officers Willlam 
Gleason, George McLaughlin and 
Henry Rickelman; Radio Officers 
Sam Beasley, Jess Beasley, Harry 
Barton, Carl Bovenschulte, ' Guy 
Bowsher, Ray Carpenter, Maurice 
! Coleman. Luther Compton, Herbert 
Eberhardt, Elmer Foncannon, Al- 
bert Foster, Willard Gantz, Wil- 
‘Mam Gundlach, Norbert Hawk, 
Mark Heinig, Alexander Irving, Paul 
| Kracy, George Maloof, Ernest Mar- 
itin, Rex Manuel, Harry Miller. 
| Robert Neal, James Porter, Jack 
i Roach, Frank Rausch, Frank Rid- 
‘dle, Edward Ryan, Wiliam Sap- 
| pington, Robert Schroeder, Kenneth 
Scott, Arthur Sankey, John Smith, 
Robert Stewart, Frank Stroot, Emil 
Stevens, Robert Vance, Carl Wat- 
>son, Ralph Warner, Louis Wheeler, 
"Joseph Wheeler and Stanley Wi- 
mer: Board of Health Officer Har- 
ley Elliott, City Court Bailiff Joseph 
Streacker and Police Matrons Louise 
Zimmerman and Margaret Stein. 
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riding in automobiles, Even the 
Each man was required to 
make a report on “outage”’—in 
other words, count the number 
of gasoline and gas street lights 
that were not lighted. They re- 
ported on the 
need for the 
dead animal 
man and the 
sanitary offi- 
cer. A fre 
quent nota- 
tion was the 
finding of a 
dead horse. 
The first 
entry in 
i pa art icular 
l acotir . Clark Ease was: a 
| «complaint of boys injuring the 
i new high school building by play- 
ing about there in the evening 
between 5 and 7 o'clock. Patrol- 
‘man Bishop was instructed to at- 
tend to the matter.” 

The wagon was sent out with 
great regularity to pick up 
drunks and deposit them in the 
jail. It also picked up a man at 
‘5th and Main streets for “con- 
ducting a lottery,” a frequent of- 
fense in those_days. 

The lost and found department 
was quite active, “Lost a four 
months old pup, half coach and 
‘half bird, black and white, 
‘spotted face, under side of neck 
f and belly white, been missing a 

week ago Monday, belongs to 
| Mrs. John Crapo.” This was re- 
ported by Patrolman Odell. Pa- 
trolman Early found: the “set- 
| ter pup with the hole in its right 
lear which belongs to W. A. Mc- 
! Farland.” 
{ “The attention of the Street 
‘Commissioner is called to the 
‘very bad condition of First street 
‘between Walnut and Poplar. 
There is mud in some parts there 
‘a foot deep and several large 
i holes.” This was written by 
Í Desk Sgt. Dwyer. , 

“Mayor Kolsem requests 3 pa- 
‘trolmen detailed to go to the 
| Nail Works at 6 a.m. this morn- 


ting as they think there will be 
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paddy wagon was horse-drawn. 


trouble. The following men were 
selected: Patrolmen Murphy 
Goodpasture and Stoecker.” A 
few_pages. farther on was writ- 
ten: “In case Patrolmen are 
called to the Nail Works they 
must not make any comments or 
take a stand for either side, 
strikers or operatives, say noth- 
ing and take no action until some 
act of theirs in violation of law 
necessitates your performance of 
duty.” 

The mystery of the two shots 
fired about midnight through the 
rear window of Alex Sandison’s 
residence on South Third be- 
tween Walnut and Poplar was 
solved when Mr. Moffett, the 
druggist, at the corner of Third 
and Poplar came to the office 
and stated that he fired the shots 
at two parties who were trying 
to burglarize his store. Let’s 
hope he was more careful in fill- 
ing prescriptions than he was 
when shooting at prowlers! 

In those days justice was swift. 
One wife complained of her 
husband’s drinking; he was taken 
to Squire Goldman’s office, 
fined for drunkenness and placed 
on the stone pile. If a man in- 
sulted a lady he was taken in to 
the office, reprimanded and re- 
leased. 

The Register shows that there 
was no garbage collection 75 
years ago. One of the most fre- 
quent complaints received at 
police headquarters was of gar- 
bage being thrown in the wrong 
place. Citizens had loads of coal 
dumped in the middle of side- 
walks, tied their horse and bug- 
gies to trees, butchers cut meat 
in front of their shops and a vic- 
ious bull was loose in the neigh- 
borhood of Curtis Gilbert’s place. 

By reading the reports in this 
old Register a complete census 
of the prostitutes in this city 
could be compiled. The patrolmen 
were required to keep track of 


ag 22-GbS/ 
_ Before the days of the telephone, the two-way radio and our present day means of communica- 
tion, each policeman was required to write down the Desk Register everything that he saw, arrests | 


he made and other items of interest before he could go off duty. In fact, 75 years ago they were 
called “Roundsmen” instead of patrolmen or traffic cops and they walked their “beats” instead of 
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On Decemb 15 “in openin: 
the City Treas ‘#f’s Vault at 3.4( 
a.m. an explosion occurred se 
{verely burning Jas. Bell, Dept. 
| City Treasurer about the hands 
and face and injuring Geo. Davis, 
i City Clerk, about the legs. The 
| offices were entirely demolished 
shattering all the windows in the 
building .and completely de- 
stroying the Vault. Damage 
about $1,500.” 

Blotter Records Progress. 

Progress was coming to Terre 
Haute according to this entry. 
“There is a general complaint of 
the Electric Light Co. erecting 
some of their poles in such a 
position as to obstruct the gut- 
ters.” 

I didn’t attempt to list all the 
crimes mentioned in the two 
‘years covered by this “Blotter” 


she left town or moved to another 
local madam’s establishment. 
Juvenile Problems Then. 

Juveniles were a problem then 
the same as they are today. Pa- 
trolmin Butler received a “com- 
plaint of boys playing pool at the 
saloon of H. Ernhardt on East 
Main street.” Also there was a 
complaint of “young men stand- 
ing in the stairway of Adams 
Photograph Gallery of evenings 
and insulting ladies.” 

“William E. Nelson, 618 Ohio 
street, reports some unknown 
person threw twenty yards of | 
carpet into his yard this p.m.,” 
according to Patrolman Over- 
holtz. Unless it was worn out 
carpet, I can’t think why Mr. 
Nelson objected! 

Wooden footbridges over cul- 
verts were always needing repair, 
as were the sidewalks. One man 
fell through “in cellar hole in 
front of Sykes Hat Store on Main 
street and broke his leg. He was 
taken to St. Anthony’s Hospital 
by order of Dr. G. W. Crapo,” ac- 
cording to Patrolman Voit. About 
the same time “Frank Stone, 
while driving on North 6th street 
this p.m. came in contact with a 
street car through his own care- 
lessness at the corner of 6th and 
Chestnut and had his buggy aud 
harness broken.” This mishap 
was reported by Patrolman Lewis. 

One entry read: “Patrolmen 
will blow their whistles every 
half hour after eleven o’clock 
p.m., arrest all tramps found in, 
the city limits, and bring all sus- |Of $14 at Early House Wagon 
picious persons to the office Yard.” Sgt. Dwyer found out he 
whom you find on the street after | was NOT robbed but spent his 
12 o'clock.” Can’t you just hear |}/money in Mrs. Campbell’s house 
all these police whistles every | of Il] Fame. 
thirty minutes all night long? And thus goes the story of 

_Where was the new skating | crime in this city in Grandpa’s 
rink mentioned in this report? | day! 
“Oke Mitchell at the new Skating [7 
Rink reports stolen last night 
about one thousand shingles.” | 
And where was the “fire in Hap- 


bias’ 
but they compare in many ways 
with present day crimes. After 
seventy-five years different peo- 
ple are committing them! Instead 
of stealing horses, car-stealing 
is quite common. Family dis- 
turbances and wife-beating are 
not so common, as divorce is 
more often resorted to instead of 
“til death do us part.” Alcohol- 
ism, prostitution, petty larceny, 
peddling without a license and 


forgery were much more common 
than murder. There were very 
few murders committed here in 
1885. 

During that year the most 
street lamps not lighted occurred 
after a storm. At that time 69 gas 
jand 60 gasoline lamps were not 


| lighted. The new electric lights | 
on College avenue between Thir- 
teenth and one-half and Four- 
teenth streets were out also. 
Guilty hushands were telling 
tall tales in those days, just the 
same as we read in the news- 
papers now, about “being robbed 


the whereabouts of each prosti-| py Alley between Oak and Swan 


tute in his district and report if | streets” 
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Police Manual of 1897 
Has Strict Officer Code 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


| Among the effects of the late Matthe w Dorley, one of “Terre Haute’s Finest,” 
| were his Police Manuals and Pension Fund Rule Book. These were given to the 
Historical Museum by his daughter, Minnie Dorley Daley. | 
The earliest manual dated 1897 contains the “rules and regulations govern- 
ing the Metropolitan Police Force of the City of Terre Haute,” and was printed by 
Moore-Langen Printing: Company. 
Serving on the Board of Police Commissioners in 1897 were: Orville E. Raidy, 
president; Sidney B. Davis, vice president; John L. Barbazette; W. E. Dwyer, sec- 
retary; and Charles E. Hyland, superintendent of police. 
Over 70 year ago, rules governing police officers were very strict. “Any mem- 
ber of the force who becomes intoxicated, or who visits houses of ill-fame, saloons 


or other resorts, except when in the discharge of public duty, shall be promptly l 


dismissed from the force.” 


The use of profane, vulgar or abusive language was also cause for dismissal, 
as was the “use of intoxicating liquor, sm oking on duty, or being treated by a sa- 
loon keeper or other citizen while on duty.” 


bidden to. idle or loiter about 
saloons, houses of ill-fame, or 
other public places at any 
time. While on duty they shall 
continually patrol their beat.” 
Rookies were 

advised to “‘not ate 


is 


| “Patrolmen are strictly for- 
| 
| 


play the loafer in 
by lounging in 
doorways or on 
corners, or by 
leaning against 
lamp posts, but 
patrol your 
beat continu- 
ally.” 
` Patrolmen 
were required 
to report all 
vacant houses 
and persons moving in or out 
of their beat; all dangerous 
obstructions to streets, alleys 
and sidewalks; all electric 
street lamps not lighted dur- 
ing the night; all contagious 
diseases. 

The uniform of the patrol- 
men in the winter “shall be 
a military frock coat, buttoned 
close up to the chin, with a 
pelt for the mace” (in the Gay 
Nineties this meant a wooden 
billy-club, not an aerosol can 
of chemical-)"In summer they 
wore a sack coat of lighter 
weight. The star was con- 
spiculously displayed on t h e 
left breast of the coat. On duty 
they carried a revolver, whis- 
tle and club, and were not per- 
mitted to carry umbrella or 
walking stick. 


| 


l| 
il 


DOROTHY J. 
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could have a political opinion 
and vote for any candidate 
they chose, but coul? not be- 
long or participate ia any po- 
litical club, nor solicit for or 
contribute to any campaign. 


Required to give their | 
name and number when asked | 
by citizen or stranger, they 


whistles, repeated, for a cali 
for help. 
Keep Wagon Clean 


In 1897 the police officer 
driving the patrol wagon on 
day duty worked from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and was required to 
“keep the wagon and harness 
clean and in good condition. 
He shall also keep the barn 
in order.” 

The night driver worked 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. and was 
required to feed the horses be- 
fore going off duty. Each driv- 


olice officers were 


to be citizens of the United 
States, qualififed voters of 
Terre Haute, not under 21 nor 
over 40 years of age, be able! 


able for the car and cleanli- 
ness of the horse driven by 
him.” 

In case of a fire in the city, 
the “paddy” wagon was to re- 
port to the Chief Engineer of 
the Fire Dept. and take or- 
ders from him. Ropes were to 
be carried in the wagon at 
all times. , 

The Police Manual of 1904 
was printed by Hebb Press, 
20-22 South Fifth street .At 
this time -Edwin J. Bidamin 


Continued on Page 5, Col. 1. 


\ er was held “strictly account- 


required 


| department was under the } 


to read and write English in-| 
telligently, not less than 5-10! 
in sock feet, not less than 150 | 
pounds nor more than 225 in| 
weight, sound in body and. 
health, vigorous and of un- 
questionable courage, temper- 
ate, industrious peaceable, 
courteous and of good moral 
character. 


The signals were one long 
and two short whistles for the 


eant’s call; two short 


Yorothy Clark 


f 
i 
| 
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was mayor. Serving on the 
Board of Public Safety were: 
Thatcher A. Parker, pres.; 
Norman Bindley, secy.; and 
Horace E. Tune. George M. 
Lints was supt. of police; Rob- 
ert R. Harrold, clerk. 
Under the Acts of 1899 this } 


charge of a board of three 
commissioners appointed by 
the mayor, with only two of 
his political faith. This board 
bad the care, management, 
supervision and exclusive con- 
trol of all matters relative to 
the Fire and Police force, fire 
alarm telegraph, erection of 
fire escapes, inspection of 
buildings and boilers, market 
places and food sold therein, £ 
pounds and prisons. The boar 
had the power to purchase st") 
plies and make all repairs 
its department. hire and fi 
set policy, and in general car- 
ry much wieght. Their salary 
was $400 per year. 

The list of City Ordinances 
filled six pages and included 
many completely out of date 
in 1970, namely: washing bug- 
gies in streets, bathing in the 
river, keeping more than two 
barrels of coal oil in the city, 
leaving teams of horses 
parked in front of engine 
houses, storing gun powder in 
the city, erecting a greasery in 
the city, operating hand or- 
gans on certain streets, jump- 
ing on and off horse cars, run- 
ning locomotives faster than 
six miles an hour, failing to 
keep pig pens clean, erecting 
“soap factories within two 
miles of the city, throwing 
melon rinds on sidewalks, and 
blowing tin horns on the 
‘streets! 
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